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Editorial

From the moment Starmer and Reeves took 
office last summer, their mantra was that they 
were going to create growth. Their election 
pledges, such as they were, would be fulfilled 
later on, from the economic growth that their 
policies would ensue. 
 
And how were they going to turbo-charge the 
economy and produce growth? Why, by mak-
ing cuts, of course. The failure to axe the two-
child benefit cap, the cuts to the Winter Fuel 
allowance and the refusal to properly fund 
either local authorities or the NHS, were all in 
the name of fixing the fictitious budget deficit 
and stimulating growth, in what we call a ‘jam 
tomorrow’ economic strategy. 
 
One would really expect the so-called ‘Party 
of work’ to understand what the conse-
quences of public sector cuts would be. 
Public services cannot make ‘efficiencies’ by 
finding a cheaper source of raw materials. 
They don’t have any raw materials. They can-
not streamline the production lines in their 
factories, nor expand into markets in other 
countries. Organisations which exist to teach 
children, care for the sick, sweep the streets 
and collect the dustbins can’t do any of those 
things. The only way they can make savings 
is to shed staff. Cuts mean job losses. 
 
Don’t the geniuses in Downing Street have 
any idea how capitalism works? Even right 

wing economists hold the laws of supply and 
demand sacred. And if you suck demand out 
of the economy, there will be be no need for 
much supply. Even those still in work, for now, 
are too concerned with paying the rent and 
the energy bills to have much left over to stim-
ulate the economy in the way that Starmer 
and Reeves fondly imagine is going to hap-
pen. 
 
The evidence is right in front of us. The econ-
omy is flatlining. Reeves quelled the worries 
expressed by even the most Starmerite right 
wing MPs by assuring them that, with a bit of 
belt tightening over the winter, she would be 
able to allow a bit of spending in her Spring 
Statement. At the time of writing, it does not 
look like anything of the sort is about to hap-
pen. 
 
Like all right wing PMs and Chancellors 
throughout modern history, the current incum-
bents are  convinced that the answer to the 
problems caused by austerity is more auster-
ity. This has never worked. It didn’t work in the 
1930s, it didn’t work for the Tory governments 
of 2010-2024, and it still isn’t working. But lest 
it would appear that we are being too harsh, 
in the name of balance we must concede that 
there is one growth area in the economy, 
stimulated by government policies. The 
weapons manufacturers and merchants of 
death are laughing all the way to the bank. 

JJooiinn  tthhee  LLaabboouurr  PPaarrttyy!! 
Want to tackle the Tories?  
Want to lay into the Lib-Dems? 
Want a better Labour Party? 
You’re not alone – join us ! 
 
HHooww  ttoo  jjooiinn  tthhee  LLaabboouurr  PPaarrttyy 
Telephone: 0345-092 2299 
Online: www.labour.org.uk/join 
Download the form at: 
www.labour.org.uk/uploads/join.pdf

Bean counters can’t count

Join CLPD to democratise the 
Labour Party. www.clpd.org.uk 

        



‘Bolshy’ Barry Lewis has 
scored a victory for children 
and families against Tory con-
trolled Kent County Council.  
 
There was a danger that the 
Tories would close the 
Millmead Family Hub in 
Margate and the Seashells 
Hub in Sheerness which 
would have had a devastating 
effect on much needed ser-
vices in those areas.  
 
In November the decision on 
ending commissioned ser-
vices at both Family Hubs was 
postponed following represen-
tations from County Councillor 
Barry who put forward a rec-
ommendation to delay the 
decision until new government 
funding was finalised. 
 

At a recent Council meet-
ing, it was agreed to fund the 
centres for another year. The 
Cabinet member for integrat-
ed children’s services said 
that she had now received 
confirmation from government 
of the strict spending controls 
for KCC’s allocation of the 
Year 4 Family Hub Grant.  
 
This meant she could explore 
options for directly funding 
core Family Hub services to 
be delivered by Millmead and 
Seashells for the next financial 
year. In typical Tory double-
speak, she said, “All we are 
striving for is the best for our 
families and children.” 
 
The campaign to reverse the 
decision to axe KCC’s 
£222,127 contract with 
Millmead and a £204,302 con 

 
tract with Seashells was 
strongly supported by local 
people and councillors.  
 
Barry Lewis said, “I fought the 
original decision to close 
Millmead and now we are at 
this stage. It’s not a knockout 
win but I think it is a win on 
points. It has been nine 
months of hard labour, espe-
cially for me. In 50 years of 
campaigning and eight years 
of being on the council this is 
my proudest moment.”  
 
He thanked those who helped 
with the campaign including 
fellow councillors Jackie 
Meade, Roz Binks, Paul 
Carter and district councillor 
Martin Boyd and all at 
Millmead Family Hub. It is only 
the second time in 25 years 
that a decision has been 
referred from scrutiny back to 
full council. 
 
The management team of the 
Millmead Family Hub said they 
were “delighted” to be able to 

continue providing 
services to the com-
munity.  
 
In a statement, they 
said: “We are delight-
ed to confirm that we 
are not closing our 
services. We will 
remain open as usual 
to deliver the full 
range of services 

advertised on our social media 
platforms.  
 
“We remain committed to our 
vison to promote and develop 
a thriving community where 
families and their children are 
empowered to seek a positive 
future in which they are 
healthy, safe and achieving 
their full potential. 
 
“Thank you to all to those who 
are and have supported us 
through this difficult time and 
we can, together, continue to 
build a great future!” 
 
Barry’s reward for all his hard 
work and campaigning for 
local people is, of course, that 
the Labour Party wouldn’t 
allow him to stand for re-selec-
tion as the Margate County 
Council candidate, knowing 
that he would win.  
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Still fighting on
Kent County Councillor for Margate, ‘Bolshy’ Barry 
Lewis, is still campaigning, and winning, for the local 
people he represents.

 Around Britain

photo: LDRS

Barry outside Millmead

        



Camp Beagle is the longest running, 
permanent, grassroots animal rights 
protest camp in the UK, possibly the 
world. We are physically camped out-
side MBR Acres (Marshall 
BioResources) in Huntingdon, 
Cambridgeshire, a puppy breeding 
factory, supplying around two thou-
sand beagles a year as a commodity 
to toxicology testing laboratories. 
Camp Beagle has been running 24/7 
since July 2021, for nearly four years, 
and runs an exposure and pressure 
campaign to shut down MBR Acres 
and ban animal testing. 
 
The MBR beagles live inside window-
less industrial sheds. They never have 
access to the outside world, no natural 
light, no bedding, not even a bowl of 
water. The dogs are fed by automated 
dispensers, which tip their food on to 
the floor of their dirty cages and their 
water is via a metal tube, like a rabbit 
water bottle.  
 
MBR Acres also has a Home Office 
licence to bleed the dogs to death, har-
vest their organs and sell them. 
Behind closed doors they suffer from 
the moment they are born and as 
young as 16 weeks, they are shipped 
out to laboratories. 
 
The MBR beagles are used in cruel 
and unnecessary animal experiments. 
These experiments often involve 
injecting or force-feeding them via a 
tube all sorts of chemicals, sometimes 
for up to 128 days.  
 
This causes them severe pain and yet 
more suffering. Then at the end of the 
experiment, the dogs are killed for 
autopsy reports. None of them see 
their first birthday. None of them ever 
leave the laboratories alive. There are 
superior non-animal methods based 
on human biology which the UK  

 
Government and the animal testing 
industry refuse to adopt. Organ on a 
chip, artificial intelligence (AI) and 
human organoids are just some of 
these methods offering more relevant 
and accurate results, at a fraction of 
the cost.  
 
We launched our third parliamentary 
petition, but the first one to the current 
Labour government, on the 14th 
February 2025. It smashed the 100k 
threshold in five days and at the time 
of writing we have 219,255 signatures. 
Parliament considers all petitions that 
get more than 100,000 signatures for a 
debate and we are currently waiting for 
the date to be set.  
 
The petition says, “As a first step to 
end animal testing, we want an imme-
diate ban for dogs. They are commer-
cially bred in what we see as bleak and 
inhumane factory-like conditions.  
 
“We believe there is evidence suggest-
ing that dogs are being left unattended 
for extended periods in a government-
licenced establishment. 
 
“In 2023, 2,456 dogs were used in 
3,749 scientific procedures, 734 were 
classified as causing severe or moder-
ate harm. There were 2,593 proce-
dures for regulatory purposes even 
though there is no UK legislation that 
mandates animal testing.  

“These procedures can include oral 
gavage, when a tube is inserted into 
the dog’s throat, up to three times a 
day, to administer liquids to the stom-
ach. There are studies questioning the 
reliability and human-relevant value of 
the outcomes of these tests.”  
 
How can you help? Sign the petition, 
https://petition.parliament.uk/peti-
tions/705384, share with friends, col-
leagues, contacts. Write to your MP. 
MPs are duty bound to respond to their 
local constituents. Email us if you need 
support with technical briefings on 
non-animal methods. 
 
Visit Camp Beagle: see and hear for 
yourself, the monstrous eight-acre 
puppy breeding site. Meet the very 
heart of our campaign. Follow us on 
social media and share our posts to 
highlight the plight of these beagles.  
 
Visit www.thecampbeagle.com. Keep 
up to date with our campaign. Go cru-
elty free with the app https://cruelty-
cutter.org. Learn more about “Non-
Animal Methods.” 
 
So many of the British public are horri-
fied that this cruel practice still goes on 
in the 21st century, many still believing 
that beagles stopped being used in 
animal experiments decades ago. It’s 
time for change, please help us to 
pressure the UK Government. The ani-
mals who suffer do not have a voice - 
but we do. 
 
Scan this code to 
sign the petition. 
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Born on Death Row
Louise Jayne, animal rights campaigner from Camp 
Beagle, reveals the horror of ‘puppy farming’ for ani-
mal testing labs.

Around Britain

        



Heathrow, originally named London 
airport, is 16.8 miles out from London 
and was originally farmland surround-
ed by five villages. In the sixties it fea-
tured in a Ladybird book on “London 
Airport" as a good day out where chil-
dren could watch the planes. The visi-
tor centre has a picture of a farmer 
ploughing a field that is now the first 
runway! 
 
Rachel Reeves backed the latest 
incarnation of the 3rd runway plan on 
29th January this year. If passed, the 
plans would mean building a second 
Heathrow by the side of Heathrow! 
That part alone will be bigger than 
Birmingham airport.  
 
Three villages will be destroyed, 
Longford (which is right in the path of a 
third runway) and two that were men-
tioned in the Doomsday book: Sipson 
(where I used to go to the pub after 
work) and Harmondsworth with its 
ancient tithe barn and church, and of 
course the notorious immigration 
detention centre. There has been no 
mention of any new infrastructure for 
the North which needs it most.  
 
To understand the sheer scale of this, 
take the U3 bus from Uxbridge straight 
into Heathrow Central Bus station for 
terminals 1, 2 and 3, which now has a 
free train link to T4 and T5. The route is 
9.3 miles; an express bus from 
Uxbridge was introduced under the 
Freeflow Heathrow initiative, which 
only took twenty-five minutes. 
Perimeter travel round the airport and 
Bath Road, where a lot of the airport 
buildings and hotels are, is also now 
free and the Elizabeth line has already 
been built to serve the existing termi-
nals and could no doubt be extended.  
 
I worked on the campaign against pri-
vatising air traffic control in 97-98 with 
Chris Rodgers from the NTR campaign 
and other volunteers. Hillingdon coun 

 

cil came fully out against a third runway 
and had a big banner on the front of 
the Civic Centre, reminiscent of the 
GLC's famous "three million unem-
ployed" banner. We lobbied John 
Randall the 'wet' Tory MP for Uxbridge 
and he also came out against it. He 
now sits as Baron Randall of Uxbridge 
so presumably can still be lobbied, but 
unfortunately the new Uxbridge MP 
Danny Baker is sitting on the fence 
with a strong tilt to backing the expan-
sion. 
 
The pro-Heathrow propaganda leaflets 
even reach as far as Marlow where you 
can see the planes turn for Heathrow. 
The story never meets the national 
media enough, as it always billed as a 
local issue. We must correct this so 
people know what is being planned 
and the  consequences, such as 
increased traffic and traffic congestion.  
 
3750 houses will be compulsory pur-
chased, say the No Third Runway 
(Notrag) Campaign. That is surely a 
minimum as the plans also include 
going over or under the M25 at 
Junction 14-15, which is the busiest 
one. The latest plans also include a 
new Oxford to Cambridge road as 
those cities are apparently going to be 
a new European 'Silicon Valley'. None 
of this could actually be built during this  

 
Parliament as it will take 
longer than that to go through 
planning, legal challenges 
and possible bids for judicial 
review. 
 
Another problem is air pollu-
tion. Anyone who works at 
Heathrow will tell you of the 

terrible smell of the fuel. I used to get 
off the bus and walk to the terminals 
with the travelator. The air pollution 
level is already fourteen times what it 
should be and has always been way 
over the European limits.  
 
Noise pollution is also very bad. I was 
at my PCS rep's house in Twickenham 
when a plane came over. It's not just 
noise, it feels like the plane could crash 
through the house. It's so bad I think 
that some people try to arrange to be 
out when the airport is busiest.  
 
Jobs will always be an argument. 
However, it is a two-tier workforce with 
short term or badly paid jobs. They will 
presumably have the usual core jobs, 
airport policing, HM Customs and 
Immigration but will contract out the 
support jobs for these, for example 
baggage handlers, catering, even X-
ray security can be employed by the 
Spanish company which owns the air-
port, as at Gatwick.  
 
The previous Airport Expansion 
Consultation was in 2019. It stated that 
a third runway WAS approved in sum-
mer 2025, a date in the future, and that 
it will take ten years allowing for legal 
challenges etc. The government’s 
commitment to ‘reform’ planning laws 
sounds ominous. 
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No Heathrow third runway

Around Britain 

Local campaigner Helen Smith outlines the case 
against the planned third runway at Heathrow.

Plane coming in to 
land at Heathrow

photo: iStock, BackyardProduction

        



I’m standing outside Whitechapel Art 
Gallery in London’s East End in mid-
February. The people arriving are 
wrapped in thick coats and scarves. 
They keep them on, because for the 
next two hours we’re staying outside,  
discovering the stories of radical politi-
cal activists locally, the campaigns that 
motivated them, and the traces that 
remain of places important for them. 
 
We all hope for a better future, but 
since 2007 I have been engaged in the 
fight for a better past, telling tales that 
conventional histories keep obscured. I 
lead radical history walks to put that 
past in conversation with the present. 
On this cold February day I am taking 
a random group on my first walk of 
2025, “The Radical Jewish East End”. 
It focuses on the late 19th and early 
20th centuries in London’s traditional 
immigrants’ and refugees’ quarter.  
 
Most of the migrants and refugees 
arriving then were Eastern European 
Jews, adding to a local population 
swollen earlier by Irish immigrants. My 
grandparents, Polish and Ukrainian 
Jews, arrived there as children when 
the East End was alive with industrial 
and political struggles. Both of the East 
End’s most numerous minorities, Jews 
and Irish, took part. In Angel Alley I 
point out Freedom (anarchist) 
Bookshop which has had premises 
here since the 1960s, initially on the 
top floor. A red and black sign juts out  
spelling “Freedom” in large letters, in 
smaller type: “established 1886”. 
Freedom, an anarchist newspaper, 
edited by Cambridge-educated 
Charlotte Wilson, was first published in 
London.  
 
I show my walkers an image of an ear-
lier radical newspaper, Justice, pub-
lished from 1884 by the “Social 
Democratic Federation” (SDF). You 
might think that “social democrat” 
means a Guardian reader who listens 

to Radio 4; in the 1880s it meant 
“Marxist” – and fairly dogmatic ones at 
that. I show an image of a third radical 
paper: larger type but harder to read. It 
is called Arbayter Fraynd (Workers’ 
Friend) and is written in Yiddish using 
Hebrew characters. Started by social-
ists and anarchists, it was published 
from 1885.  
 
We walk through the streets of 
Spitalfields. I stop at a former “speak-
ers’ corner”, showing buildings that 
used to have sweatshops in the base-
ment, and earlier had Huguenot 
weavers’ looms in the attic. We stop at 
a building, once a Huguenot church, 
that was used for packed strike meet-
ings. A plaque tells us that Eleanor 
Marx and Annie Besant spoke there. 
The international anarchist celebrity 
Emma Goldman also spoke there, in 
1899, to lambast the concept of charity. 
Meanwhile the top floor of this building 
has been converted into luxury flats.   
 
Back in 2007 I had one walk, I’ve now 
got 16. Half of them take place in the 
East End, the cradle of London’s 
industrial and political struggles, espe-
cially between the 1880s and the 
1930s. My third walk this year, one day 
after International Women’s Day, 
focused on suffragette and anti-racist 
struggles in Westminster.  
 
I have a separate walk about East 
London suffragettes which I combine 
with the Poplar Rates revolt, early 
1920s. I reveal overlapping personali-
ties and themes within those struggles. 
In the West End I have a walk that 
starts on the Strand describing how the 
Savoy Palace was burnt down in the 
1381 Peasants’ Revolt. Wat Tyler’s 

forces destroyed rather than looted its 
wealth. That walk continues through 
Fleet Street whose alleyways were 
once home to radical pamphleteers 
and booksellers and offices of left wing 
groups, while the main street housed 
bastions of the right-wing press.  
 
South of the river I take in radical strug-
gles in Battersea and Bermondsey, 
while other walks north of the river 
include radical histories of Bloomsbury, 
Clerkenwell and Hackney. I describe 
glorious moments and acknowledge 
courageous grassroots struggles for 
change but even those who did heroic 
deeds had their contradictions. I 
describe activists who quarrelled over 
strategies.  
 
After my suffragettes walk an American 
visitor wrote, “Thank you for the won-
derful tour... I live in the US, amid our 
unfolding catastrophe. The stories 
you told about resisters of fascism – 
and even the stories about former 
suffragettes who became fascists 
and why it appealed to them – 
reminded me that we're inheritors of a 
long lineage of complicated, brave, 
flawed fighters for freedom and jus-
tice.” 
 
To book a place, visit: https://www.eas-
tendwalks.com, tours are £10 (£7 
unwaged). 
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David Rosenberg, Islington North CLP, has boots 
made for walking, in the footsteps of radical and 
socialist pioneers.

Cold feet, not for radicalism

Around Britain
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